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PREFACE 


| HESE Papers were drawn up ſome time ago, and are the 
| reſult of Setled Thoughts for many years. They are made ſhort 
b- and plain, and caſt in amongs? others, if poſſibly they may help to 
| | unite us in Intereſt and Aﬀetion, and to make the Publick Settle- 
ment of Religion at any time, more Large and Strong to our great 
4 Advantage every way. Some hopes of this are raiſed by the Inclinations of 
many, and the ſeveral Pieces lately Publisſh'd to this end; as (tefides many 
that [ may not have ſeen or heard of,) The Heads of Agreement afſented to 
by the United Miniſters, Free Thoughts occafioned by thoſe Heads; Mr. 
Barker's Sermox 'on John 21. 17. at the Conſecration of the Arch-Biſhop of 
Cant. The Grand Queſtion (Writ as 'tis ſaid by Dr.'Woodroff; ) Dr. 
 Sherlock's Sermon before the Lord Mayor, Nov. 4. 1688. To which 1 may 
add, the Spirit of the Charch Fafion ; for it is that only, and not the Church, 
that violently oppoſes all Reformation. 


The Deſign of laying down this great Principle, and the Inferences 
'from it, is, | 


That Perſons who have Power, may not impoſe Vuneceſſary Things, But give 
all the Liberty that may be ; this being moſt pleaſing to Jeius Chriſt, and 
moſt for ſtrengthning the Publick Settlement. 

That People may joyn with others in the Worſhip of God as much as may be, 
and not give way to Scruples and Opinions that make them ſeparate needleſly. 
Imprfinz, and Oppoſing needleſly, ruin us much. 

That if People cannot joyn with others conſtantly, yet that they will do it 
Sometimes ; both thoſe, that cannot approve what is publickly injoin d ; and they 
that injoyn thoſe things, or in their places praftiſe them. 

That if any cannot do that, yet that they will own thoſe they cannot joyn 
with (if they build on the true Foundation) for true, tho' diſtemper d Churches 
of Chriſt, and unfeignedly ſeek their good. 

That if they cannot do that, through ſome ſtrift Notions of a Church they 
are poſſeſſed with, yet they will own, that many amongit them may be ſincere 
Chriſtians, and love them as ſuch. 

And that all kindneſs may be ſhewed to all Mey, even to all forts that Err 
and are deceived, according to the Will and Command of our Lord Jeſus 
F Chriſt, whoſe Kingdom ſhall ſtand for evermore. | 

: But if God, for Holy ends, ſhall yet ſuffer Narrow Foundations, and their 

; Wicked Conſequences, (as he doth Plagues and Wars) to continue amongft us, 

0 and in the World, why ſhould we complain > We are Wanton, Humorous, 
= Foeliſh, and ſhould be undone, without often and ſharp Correttions ; and our God 
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Rev. 12, I1, 
As 5. 31. 
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Some Paſſages out of BOOKS that came out fince theſe Papers were 
A drawn up. 


—— and Famaus Mr. Robert Boyle, who lowd no Praftice that 
L's Sores, ſeem'd to leſſen the Chriſtian Religion, nor any nicety that occafion'd Di- 
ar his Fune«al. yz/gous among Chriſtians, thought pure and diſintereſſed Chriſtianity, a Bright 
Peceni. 16g. nd. GIorious thing : Hated thoſe Opinions that ſeem d to hims to deſtroy Morality 


P- 25. and Charity ; had a moſt peculiar Zeal againſt all Severities and Perſecutions 


P* 27. 
«pon the account of Religion; and was obſerved ſeldom to ſpeak with more heat 
and indignation than when That came in his way.  _ 
Prinred,1533, Union Purſued, ix a Letter to Mr. Baxter concerning his Iate Book about 


National Churches; that Presbyterians, and Independants may both be United 
with the Church of England ; ro which 3s added, a ſmall Traft lately put out, 
called A Draught for Accommodation, | | 
Serm. before Dy, Patrick Biſhop of Ely Complains, that many were kinder to the Pa- 
4 _ 31 Þiſts, than to the, Proteſtant  Difſenters ; that the Papiſts, their ſworn Enemies, 
on Deur. 4; 3. made - them their Tools to deſtroy each other: We to repent truly of this, 
P-12. and take heed. leſt our Aﬀetions that ſeemd to be diſpoſed to Reconciliation, 
p. 15s, Of again alienated one from another : We ought to have a greater kindneſs 
for Infidels, than many of us had lately one for another. Did we not begin to 
p. 17- refl:@ with grief upon our Zealous folly} Did we not reſolve to be Priends 
upon ſeme terms or other, and to joys together for our mutual Preſervation? 
And do we now break out again into the ſaid Outrages > Do our Spirits boil 
up with anger at th: very mention of Reconciliation > QC. 


His Prayers for Charity, Peace, and Unity. | 
The Prayers Appointed for the Publick Faſt, in the Tear 1692. 


q 


| of the Living God. 


The Church of God 3 Built on Large and 


Sure Foundations. 


#1 E Bleſſed God, whoſe tender Mercies are over all his Works, hath a 
Company of People in the World, call'd his Church, which he purcha- 
ſed by the Blood of his only Begotten Son, and calls by his Word and A&#s 2. 28. 
Spirit to know and ſerve him, fo as to ſet forth his Glory here, 
and obtarin Everlaſting Salyarion. | 
This Church, or Congregation of God (for ſo the Word *Exxansie 
Signifies) is call'd by ſeveral Names ; as the Kingdom of Chritt, the Flock of Chriſt, the 
Body of Chriſt ; and is oft call'd a Houſe, and faid to be built upon a Foundation. And Ja: 28. 6. 
this Houſe of God being very great, muſt needs have a great and large Foundation. I Per. 2. 435, 
Solomon ſaid the Houſe he was ro build for God was great, and the Foundation of it 
was Great and Coſtly; how much Greater mult the Spiritual Houſe of God be, which 
reaches over all the World ; Not only through Pontus, Galatia, Aſia, Cappadocia, and 
Bythinia, which ſounds great, but through all Nations, . and Ages. Its Foundation muſt 


by no, means be narrow, vile, or weak. | 


6, 


Now the Foundation of this Houſe is FESUS CHRIST, and the great 'Truths 
Concerning him, reveal'd to us by God, in his Word, not Humane Reaſon, nor the 1 Cer. 3. 17. 
Traditions of any Men whatſoever; but the Foundation of the Apoſtles,and Prophets, Feſas Þ%+ 1+ 20,21 
Chriſt himſelf being the Chief Corner-ſtone; in whom it grows up into a Holy Temple, _' 

for a Habitation of God through the, Spirit. | Sr 

_ Yet. all things reveal'd in the Scriptures of the Qld and New Teſtament, are not the 

Foundation upon which Chriſt's Houſe or Congregation is built, (for many of thoſe 

things are for the SuperſtruAure and PerfeCting of it,) but only the Great and Main 

Things concerning Feſus Chriſ# our Saviour, which are neceſſary to be believed, and 
practited by all ; and therefore :he Churches Foundation 1s Large, and ſure. This is'ma- 


nifeſt every way. | | 


_ Firf,, From the Holy Scripturegzol the Old Teſtament; how few things were neceſſa- 
ry to be explicitely believed then ? . | 
_ Of the New Teſtament, when all things were clearly reveal'd, and ſerled; only the. 
Great things were required then. Sr. Perer ſaid, Thou art Chriſt the Son of the Living 
Ged.;, and Chriſt ſaid, por; :5is Rock will I build my Church, &c, And again, thou haſt aa. 16, 16, 
the words of Eternal Life ; and we helieve and are jure that thou art that Chriſt, the Son - 8. ; 
2.6. 65, 69, 

' Chriſt our Lord, when riſen from the Dead, and had opened his Diſciples Minds ro 
underſtand the Scriptures, ordered them to Teach all Nations, and to Baptize them in the _ « '28, 19, 
Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt; and then ro Teach them to obſerve all things © 
whatſoever he had commanded them, but not whatſoever they ſhould deviſe. | 

Philip tells the Eunuch, #f he believed with all his heart, he might be Baptized ;, and was 44s 8. 35. 
fatisfed with this Confetlion of his, I behzeve that Feſus Chriſt 1s-the Son of God. 

St. Paul, many years after, writing to the Romans, ſaith, if thou: ſhalt confeſs with thy 
mouth the” Lord Feſwus, and ſhalt believe in thy heart that God hath raiſed him from the Ro. 10. 9,10. 
dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved; for with the heart Man believeth, &c. And tells us whar he 
had Preached to the. Corinthians that they might be Saved, How that Chriſt died fer our 
Sins according to the Scriptures, and that he was Buried, and that he roſe again the third 1 Cor. 15.1, 4+ 


day agcording to the Scriptures, Oc. 
B : Its 
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EY Fab. 3.23. rt. Fohn faith, This is his Commandment, that we ſhould believe on the Nime of bis 
| Son Feſus Chriſt, and love one another, as he gave us Commandment. And thus, Obe- 
dience to the great Commands of Chriſt, (whether only revealed by him, or alſo written 
; in 'oor Hexrts) 15 a neceffary part of our Religion, as well as the Belief of his Great 
' Frar, 22,35, Truths. To love the Lord our God with allour heart and ow Neighbonr as onr feroes. 
33 For Chriſt is the Author of Eternal Sakvation to thoſe only that obey him; and we are to 
Hebr. 5.9: hold faſt the form of ſound words in Faith and Love which is in Chriſt Feſws. 
 2Tmn-l.13. Ard thus we find the Apoſtles practiſed. They bore with many that held the frue 
Wn, or. Foundation, but taugW and did amiſs ; they bore with thoſe at Fernſal% that were 
 omis — Zicblous of the Law. They teprov'd thoſe at Rome Who defpited them that durſt not tat 
| all things, and thoſe who judged them that durſt eat all things, but bore with both, and 
Exborted them to doſo to one anothir. And Yo in other places of the Adis, and the E- 
piftles, they oft reprov'd and taught Believers better, ' but never denied them to be of 
God's Churchs ls wonder, {ance it pleaſes God, not preſently to Cure all whom he 
truly Converts, of their Errours, but uſually doth it by degrees. 


SeeVoſſius and Secondly, The Aridient Pradtice and Creeds of the Church, teach this: Þr they are ge 
Uſher d: 51m- nevally very ſhort, ard contain only the main things of our Religion, and Agree in 
bols. ſenſe tho' wot in the very words. We may Tree this in Frffin Martyrs Apollogt ; in 
On =_ "" Iremens, 1. x.0.%. & 1. 3. 4 in Tertullian de welandss Virgin. © 1. de Praeſcriftfonibas, 
"tte ite 19* C. 13. © contra Praxeam, c. 2. And fo for a great white after ; tho? by degrees th&y grew 
larger, yet not tmiſth, as we lee in moſt of them we tow ufe. And the Creed at firſt, 
wes only in thoke words ar Baptiſm, 1 1h! Name of rhe Father, Son, and Holy Ghof. 


Thirdly, Reaſon allo ſpeaks this fally, that all things which are for the perfe&tion and 
welbbeing of a thing, are not neceſfary to the Being of ir. This hokds true in all Perfons 
and Things, beth Natural, and Civil, and muſt do 16 as to the Church of Ged: All 
Rooms in the {ame Houſe are net equally furniſhed, of —_— are parts of the 
Hoeute; And why tot & with God's Houſe ? Elfea great many of his trite Churches 
will be denied to be parts of his Univerſal Church; and feveral Parties will (in their 
Jadgment) cut off ofie another from it, which is a heinous Sin, how light fſ6&ver fome 
may make of it, -_ | 


Fowrrhly, The Judgment of Great Men, tho! differing in many other things, fully a- 
grees in this, with Scripture, Reaſon, and Antiquity. I by no meats build on this, 
yermention it to remove the ſtrong prejudices that Noll many, and ſhut out the Truth. 

. 9 Many Years ago reading Arch-Biſhop Laud's Bobk againit Fiſher, I obſervd divers 
*D- nas Eccl, good Paſſages agairift narrow Foundations; that * Bellarmin makes the Greeks no 
©. 8. Church, and fo denies them Salvation ; that a chick means whereby Rome grew to her 
Greatneſs, was to blaſt every Oppoter by the Name of Heretick, ot Schiſmatick ; that if 
things neceſſary, we have an abſolute certainty in the Scriptures, Creeds, and the Four 
C 10: firſt General Councils, and in other things not abſolutely neceflary, if Chriſtians differ, ir 
is no more than hath been in all Ages more or leſs, and yet may and do preferve one he- 
$. 38. cellary Faith and Charity entire. And again, that there's a Latitude in Fundamentals, 
(jor ve whom much is given, of him #mch frall be required) as well in Belief, as in Obe-, 
drence; the Sum of Obedience being im At. 22. 37, 39. and of Faith in Hebr. 11: 6. or 
L.3.d: Trine, 24.4. 12 ; and Cites Hilary, I facili nobrs eff LAttrnitas, Feſurn faſcitatuin a mortuis 
ad finem. per Denm creaert, & Ipſum effe Domiwum confiteri. 

Inftt. 1.4.c.1. In this he agrees with Calvin; Sunt quadam ita cognitu neceſſaria, ut on efſe ors 
FS. 12. mibis uporteat, qualia ſunt, Un efft Dew, Chriftum vffe Deum & Du Filium, is Des 
miferteoreia [nlurem nebu confiſtere; Alia cormroverſa, qua Fidei Unitatemwon diritnune, &c- 
- ultirudes of Foreign Writers might be aliedged, bur I chixe rather t6 keep to our own 

ountry. | 
Printed befre Ard*Bi favood in his Will briefl Th.tt Gol fs ont in 3 Piyſies, the Father, Cieator of 
His mw ſummed —_ - m the Apoſttes Creel all things 3 the Sok made min in rhe funeſs of rime,who 
7 Scorland. and then added; This 5: rhe Sun of my Faith : {01 fiere; Deb and, Paſon being rectents Mane 
k 7 _ F ind froth death, aſcended into Hewven, from whence he 
other addiraments which Ignorance ahd Cor- will come to judge alt fleſh; and the Holy Ghnft proceeding 
ruption have ſuperindue'd inte Chriftianity, from ihe Furhey zhd rhe Sm, the Jantfifier of all that 
I imply refuſe, beſtecehing God to Purge elitr, That thir God hath ehiſch ro binjfelf « Chureh, 
bis Church, 66—And in th fimpicty of tt Menh% hore eng Got th acer 
this Faith, ſaith the Author, be liv'd, and ay cheir fins, and being rais'd in their Bodies, at the 


dyd. laſt day;ſhall receive everlaſting life. 


K. Fams, 
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| | F,. elimi on ahjikre nechſſariarin ut arms. > 0-987 
bs Vu 7 © eſſe Numernm; (y nullam ad Concordiam breviorem jviam fore, quam ſ1 in Epiſlola « 
; Ring 7 a wo , _— _ diligenter ſeparentur Neceſſaria'# wn Nec | & w? Wecefſarii Card Peron. 
ter Perſon, before him, by INC. conveniat omnis opera inſumatur. In non Neceſſarits, libertati Chriftiane Regis Jac. 
Pen of Taac Caſaubon,  ſpake Hcus detur. Simpliciter Neceſſaria Rex wet: £5 vel  Ver= momine [cripta. 
the fave, that the things ab- tum Dri Wzcipit credenda faciendare, wel ex Verbs De i neceſſaria 
Gourely fecefſary to Salvatioti JeaHenihh Verhs Eccleſra eficuit—-Ss har diffinhhs affiberetur 


he f 

mem & Pa cleſraſtico rain "7 AG; 

; Foy Drotmm a P>ſitivo fen Eccleſiaftico cimnitiife Jeparetitr, nin venir 4 
are but fey. Necefſartis longa cotttentio futura; 7 


Mr, Chillingworth a Perſon of Note (whofe Book againſt Knot was Licens'd by the The Prot.Relig. 
Profeſſors of Divinity at Oxford) ſers that Paſſage in the Front of it ; arid in his Epiltle to « ſafe wey to 
the King, calls it a Bleſſed Do&rine ; and in his Preface faith, All things #ecefſary ro Sak __ Ar 
wation, are evidently contain'd in the Scripture ; and that there's no Concluſion in the 8" ah Oy 
whole Fabrick of his Diſcourſe that is not naturally deducible out of it : And that he that C. 3 * 
believes rhe Scripture {incerely, and endeavours to believe it in the true ſencez cannot pals ” +3" 
libly be a Heretick ; and if no more than this was requir'd' of any Man to make hin capa- 
ble of Chriſtian Communion, then all Men fs qualified, tho' different in Opiniori, be of 
necellity one in Communion ; And Men ſhall tind this, not vnly a betxer, . bur the only ;- .._ 
means to ſuppreſs Hereſie, and reſtore Unity. And in his Anſwer ts Kvor's Preface, that S. 12. * 
to fay, that Chriſtians of different Perſtiafions and Communions (fuch as hold all thoſe 
things that are ſimply neceflary to Salvationz) may obtain Pardon for the Errors wherein 
_ dic ignorantly, by a general Repentance, is ſo far from being a ground of Atheiſm, 
as Xnot faid, that to fay the contrary, is to croſs iti Diameter a rtjain Artic of our Greed, 
atid to overthrow the Goſpel of Chrilt. eng 11: 38 Vat 051 

Dr. Stillngfieer having Gited with applauſe, a large Paſſage of Mr. Hales concerning Irenicum, ann. 
Schiltn, faich, The Primitive Church was wery liyge wi their Frunilation; and propoſed an _ 

__— . ; ip , ls ON | _- * Parc t. Ch,;6, 
the main Truths in great ſimplicity, and charg'd not Peo ple with loads of Articles, as Wn p 
latter Ages ; and much leſs would burthen Men with impoſing doubrful Pratfices upon them y. 6. 
as a gromd of Church Communion : St. Auguſtin ſaying, the Rule of. Faith is cotmon - (or 
t Toth for the Weak, and Strong. And he goes lpon this Principle in his Deferice of 
Arch-Biſhop Laud's Book. | SE 

Multitudes of places ro this effeft might be Cited out of Dt. Owtr, Mr. Baxter, and 
many other of the Non-Contorthiits ; as, would it hurt . Ki#gs or Sonls to have atl Chri- 
Pans _ their Unity and Communion juſt on the termns they did hder St. Peter, and 
$7. Paul, &c. BEES: E- - y 

Our Famous and Judicious Jidge Hales, (to add nb more) ſays, Religion is plaia_and The Nanwe of 
eaſe to be known ; is beſt py, Oo Purity, wn is Lad to _ Fm Cor- CO 8 n 
ruption by additions which choak and ſtifle it : This isdone by the Subtleties of the Schools, yay : x 
by turning Religion into Politick Contrivances for Wealth and Powet, atid by Conteſts gaxcer, Anzo; 
about Church-Governmem, and Ceremonies, ſo as to lay the weight of Religiod. ofi 1684. 
them, &c: 'To this are added the Teſtimonies of Sir Francs Bacon, and of Dr. {afx 
Barrow: RE 

Many fayitgs that paſs current amongſt all, Atteſt this; as, i# neox{fariis Uitioh, in 
A diaphoris libertas, in Urriſque Charitas, &c. But it's needleſs to, add: mort Seriprutes, 


Realons or Authorities for this. WE $314 of an 145: 836 
Ir's certain therefore, that all that believe the great neceſſary Truths, hold Chriſt the 
Head, and obey His Great Commands, are truk Adtmbers of Chiifts Univerſal Church, 
and ſhall be Saved, though they be Ignorant br Erroniqus in many Tleſw thitgs i For 
_ Works may be burnt, and they ſuffer loſs, 4. they ſhall be Shvtd; get fo s. 
Fire. $24 >a ei SJ KL 
7 And thoſe that would Bulki the Church of God indeed. ad. thiraby.t. good oo the 
World, muſt keep their Eyes ſtrongly fixed on this large Foundation'of .it in Faith abd 
Love; becauſe the Blindneſs of many (which yet goes: under the Name of Zical arid 
Knowledg) is ſuch, that. inſtead of it they have laid Narrow: and Falle Ones ; forhe by 
adding many things as Neteſlary, that are not found; in Scripture. or .are contrary to If, 
or but theit Nice Diſputes of things mentioned in * 3 an{ others | by Hiipdſing thany 
Ulſetul Fruths as Necellary, and Excluding alt that own then not. And this traid Fri —« 
may be greatly abuſed, {as it hath been.) * Some its like-miay prefs it; x0-ginke the Foun- * 4s rhe Nahed 
dations to latfe, as to ſet up « new Heathoniſm, dhd fnake Chriſt ode Saviour int effect Goſpel ſeems 70 
needleſs; or wo lay aſide many excellent Truths now owned amtohg tsjant-privily. robring 40 Hi 7 pre 


tends to enlarge 


it danmable Herelies tha. overthrow the Foundation: But we: ard firnily th cleave to its Charity and exe 


» * 


becaufe phe Impoſitions 


2% 


becauſe it's a moſt certain "Truth, and of the greateſt Conſequence, if well minded, to 
build up the Church of God. For, _ 


— HEN From hence it plainly follows, 


© Firſt, Thar if all who Believe and Obey the Neceſſary Truths of the Goſpel, are 

Members of the Univerſal Church of God, then no Particular Churches may require ſuch 

Perſons. to profeſs and own divers other Uſeful Truths, to the end they may be receroed 

into Communion with them. Many believe they may and ought to propoſe many 

Profitable Truths to ſuch as Neceſſary Conditions of their Communion with them, and 

will bring many Plauſible reaſons for ir. Bur it's clear by the former Principle, they may 

' not. For if they be trueMembers of Chriſt”s Church,though they do not know or own thoſe 

'Fruths, why ſhould thoſe "Truths be preſſed upon them to make them Members of ſuch a 

Part 1.Ch.2. Church or Churches in Particular? Shall they Exclude thoſe that Chriſt receives? This is Evil 

$ 3:45. ' Oc. and cauſes great Diviſions. Dr. Stilling fleet in his Deience of Arch Biſhop Laud builds much 

| on this, that only the "Truths thar are neceffary to be believed in order to Salvation, are 
neceſlary to believed as to Church Communion. 


Ob. This willfdiſhonour Chriſt, ro take in Erronious Perſons, if they hold and practice 
the'Effentials of Chritianity. | 
R:' No : Buriir's for the Honour of Chriſt to be ſo Compaſſionate, and extend his Grace 
fo far as to receive/ſuch'; and his Churches are made for the curing of ſuch; and therefore 
the Paſtors of Churches ſhould not be ſuch, though the People may. If we have not the 
Errors of ſuch, may we not have {ins as provoking as their Errors? If many beſides thoſe 
* that are moſt Orthodox, have true Faith and Love, and the Spirit of Chriſt, why ſhould 
they-not be Received? In the Houſe of God there is Room for all, of ſeveral Perlwaſions, 
that have the Wedding Garment. | 


Gal.5. 2.5." . Ob. The Apoſtle faith, Behold T ſay unto you, that if you be Circumciſed, Chriſt ſhall 
Profit you nothing, GC. | FO | 


2 Pet. 2.1.2, R: True: For they addedto the Foundation 'fomthing that deſtroyed it Such are 
Tit. 3.2, tobe Caſt out, andall that ſhall bring in Damnable Herefies : A Heretick aſter the firſt 
and ſecond Admonition is to be Rejected. + 


Rev.2- 14,15. Oh, Our Lord:ſevetely threatens Churches for fafferingthoſe that taught the Dodtrines of 
on Baluwm,” and of the Nicolattans, 1 i OR | 


+» #4,+* Joo} 
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Ds 2Ri2Frue : iFor thoſe were-grear-ſins, apainſt-rhe Pain Cothmands of Chriſt; and ſuch 
1 Cor. 5.5.  Perforis were not to-be Born,'butbe proceeded aparniſt by Church Cenfures, as,the Inceſtuous 
Cormthian was. 3. 3" MF VOTE PHY BE _ 


Ob. To what"end then: ſerve. the Confeſlions'f Faith of our and other Reformed 
Churches, in which: aro 'many' uſtful'Truths, belides thoſe thar? are abſolutely neceſlary, 
if all are not. to be kept out of their Churches that willnot own them? 


Tim. 4. 6. 7. R.-* They are uſeful 'to\ſhew-the : Truth-*thoſe Churches" have / attained ro, and 

Heb.s. 12. Which they are'to promote. '"For it's plain, we muſt po on to Perfection, and not 
I Cor- 3. I, 2, be always Babes "yet Babes" andiimperfect ones are not to be'kept out. | 

fo We are not to ſtay only on the Foundation, but muſt Build Gold and Precious 

= _ — *Stones- upon" it; *and'make known-' all the: Councel ' of * God, and: teach the Baptized 

'* * © all that Chriſt hath Commanded:” But we muſt not imagine theſe Confeſſions were made, 

thar'all' who are-Ignorant,/ or differ in any thing from them, ſhould be kepr from Com- 

*munion with'them-; for: there are feveral degrees of knowledge, and of means to ger it. 

[They. that have more are'to'own'it,' and they that have lefs, *are not to be rejefted as cut 

off from Chrift. Where God':gives much, he requires: much;' and where little, he re- 


quires but little: --. SO LENS | 
+. Our PraQtice” confirms this';:tor the Articles of ' the Church of England are not 
' $524 + required to be Subſcrib'd unto" by 'Private- Chriſtians, but ' only by the: .Minſters who 


are" to; teachitothers; and ought''ro have 'more knowledge than they. © And ſome fay, 
.._ that" they Subſcribe: them not- as Articles" of ' Faith, - but © of ' Communion, * _ 
\, td emney 
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they will hold Communion with thoſe that hold them) which ſeems ſcarce tolera- , . . ... FA 
ble in Miniſters, tho it may be enough in private Perſons that Subſcribe them nor. Aeviaft Fillwe "4 F- 
And Arch Biſhop Laud faith, our 29 Articles are not declared to be Fundamental, ” I4: i 
but onely not Erroneous or Superſtitious; nor impoſed under Pain of Damna- EE 
tion, but for a peaceable Conſent. And whereas the ' fifth Cannon Excommunicates 
all that hold them in any part to be Erroneous or Superſtitious, its to be under- 
ſtood - thoſe only that afhrm it boldly and publickly, and not of thoſe that hold it 

rivately. 

F Secondly, That no Churches may impoſe Ceremonies and Unneceſſary Things upon ſuch, 
that they may be received into Communion with them: For ifany "uſeful Truths Re- 
vealed by God, may not be impos'd on thoſe that hold the neceflary Fundamental 
"Truths, to the end they may be admitted into Communion with them; much leſs, 
may Ceremonies and Things invented by men, and not appointed by God, (eſpecially 
when they are ſuſpeCed or judged unlawful by many) be impoſed on them ho that 
_ This is plainly unlawful, and is the Cauſe of abundance of Diviſions and Of- 
ences. 

If any fay, the Rulers of the Congregation, (or Church, as we uſe to ſpeak) may _ 
appoint divers things never appointed by God, if indifferent and not finful in them- Thorndike 
ſelves, and require them to be owned and practiſed by all that ſhall be ſuffered in their of Relig. Aſſems 
Communion; and that they that oppoſe ſuch things reſolutely, are not to be born with _— Ka wer 
but oppoſed, becauſe fuch are Enemies to Publick Order ; thar it's not lawful ro Diſpence jm, a 
with Publick Order for their ſake that are Weak, for ſo there will never be any 
Order. bh 

It's clear by what is laid down, they may not; and that theſe, and all other pretences 
are Vain. For if Perſons holding all neceflary 'Trath, may and ought to be received Rom. 14. clear 
without owning many ufeful Truths revealed by God, then they that hold all neceflary for this. Davens 
Truths, and many other uſeful "Truths too, ought to be received without owning or praCti- ® Col. 2, 29, 
ſing ſuch things as were never appointed by God, and they judg (though perhaps Erro- Toe Hikes 
niouſly) to be {inful, or at leaſt very doubtful and Inconvenient: For if many of Gods uſe- 
ful Truths are not to be prefſed as Conditions of their Communion; much leis may Cere- 
monies and needleſs Laws of weak (if not worldly) men, be prefled as nece{lary wo it. 

Mr. Chillingworth is clear in this; and 'tis a wonder Arch Biſhop Laud, and King Fames , K. Ch 
before him, were nor ſo, bur ated quite againſt this Principle which they highiy own'd®. 118 cow ay 
*Tisrelated in the Life of Mornay du Pleſſis, that in the Year 1591. he Diſcourſed with an 4ano 1642. * 
Engliſh Biſhop, how ill it was tor them in England to Silence and Puniſh Miniſters for 4/m. to the 19 
not uſing the Ceremonies; and that in the Year 1608. he wrote to the Lord Carew A _—_ 
our Embaſiadour, to excite King fames to procurean Union of all the Proteſtant Churches; "> women __ 
and ſaid, the King ſtood roo much upon petty difterences among his own Subjects, and fr»n ſuch Cere- 
prefling the Cer-monie. upoa them. And in the Year 1615. du Mawin was lent to the mnies as are 
King abcut means rv Unite all the Retormed Churches. | __ by ſome 

- 1 K | ſober men to be 

But our great im and miſery is, that many who are for a great largeneſs as to uſeful ;,1;-.,.m and 
things taught by Chriſt, are for great itricineſs as to Ceremonies and things taught only by others abſe- 
by Men. A Notorious PraQtice againlt this plain Truth. Some, poſlibly, are roo ſtrict lately unlawful 
in preſling the necefficy of many uictul things taught by God, as Conditions of Commu» 
nion, bur large as to things indifferent preſcribed only by Men. This is a farlefs Fault. 

Bur the God of Mercy, though we preſs after-all 'Truth, make us large and wiſe in both! 
and to Practiſe this, which hath been owned by many, bur obſerved by few. 


Thirdly, Hence it follows, that the true Unity of the Church lies not in Uniformity, as 
many through Cuſtom or Intereſt ſtrongly imagine. 

For the true Unity of Chriſtians lies in their Hearts and Souls ; (the multitude of the 
Believers were of one Heart and Soul) and all thar believe and obey the Great things of 4&#! 4. 32. 
Chriſt, are truly United to him, and ro each other, tho' they differ in uſeful things taught 
by Chriſt, and much more if in unneceſlary things impos'd only by Men: And the A- 
poſtles prefled not Uniformity in ourward Rites, but this inward Unity ; one Spirit, one xp, 4, v.. 6, 
Lord, one Faith, «ne Baptiſm, one God and Father of all, who is above alh, and through Fahn 19, 21, 
all, and in you all. And Chrizt our Lord, whoſe Prayers'were always heard, prayed 
that his Followers might be one; which was never granted, - it their Oneneſs lie in out- 
ward Uniformity. 

*T were well, if only ſome Fops faid, there can be no Unity without Uniformity in 
lefſer Things : Many Great and Worthy Perſons ſtick roo much in that Conceit, not- 
withſtanding the Clear Demonſtration to _ contrary. But Unity in them is none k.. - 

unda- 
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Fundamentals, nor hath Chriſt laid our Unity on them, which are ſo many that Men 
wguld never agree in them. | I 

 Belides; many Churches that had true Unity, had divers Forms of outward Adminiſtra- 
tions; and ſo may have yet; and Uniformity in Worſhip was bur late broughr 'in.' In 
Spaix' not till the year 633, in the Fourth Council of Toledo, and in many Kingdoms 
to this day, and among the Romaniſts themfelvesgrhere are varieties of Rites and Cuſtoms, 
tho' they agree in the main; and divers Orders bot Religious, to whom People of all 
ſorts reſort, are exempted from the Biſhops. 

Further, People may have great Unitormicy, and no Uniry, They may tit together 
in the ſame Church, {af the ſame words, and uſe the fame geſtures, and yer have their 
hearts full of Malice, and Enmity ; and uſually the bittereſt Enemies of true Religion 
and Godlineſs, are moſt earneſt for a Unity in needleſs Ceremonies, and Formalities. 

It ſticks much with many, that there can be no Decency or Order without Uniformiry 
in Ceremonies; and that thoſe who obey them not, are Contentious, and go againlt rhe 
Cuſtom of the Churches of God. But this cannot prevail againſt a clear Demonſtration. 
It's certain, all things muſt be done Decently, and in Order. Nature teaches this, tho? St. 
Pau had not mention'd it. But cannot things be ſo done, without a great many need- 
lefs Commands of Men? Cannot Baptiſm be deceptly and in order Adminiſtred without 
the fign : of the Croſs, or the Lord's Supper without Kneeling, or a Surplice. Whar if 
ſome will ſtand with their faces towards the Eaſt, ſome otnerwile, and moſt with their Eyes 
towards the Miniſter that Officiates, asNature feems to teach ? Al] forts are for Order and 
Decency, and Believe God is not the Author of Contulzon, but of Peace. Bur it's ſaid, they 
thatobey not ſuch Orders are Contentious, and go againſt the Cultom of the Churches of 
God. Not fo, but they that needlefly impoſe them are Contentious, and go againſt the 
Cuſtom of the Apoſtle, and the beſt Churches that impos'd no ſuch things, And the 
Cuſtom there mention'd, for Women to have their Faces (not their Heads only) co- 
vered, was a laudable thing in the Judgment ot all ; and the contrary to it, ſeem'd then 
to be even againſt Nature, as well as againlt the Mind of the Apoltle ; * que ft furrit im 
pettore, cognoſcetur & in capite faminarum. And it any of the things preſſed now by 
ſome, were of that Nature, they would be very Conteutious that would not obey 
them. | 

And therefore all true Proteſtants at home and abroad (for to be ſure they hold the 
Fundamentals) are one, and have a true Linity, tho' otherwile they difter in many things, 
and (ro their ſhame) quarrel rog. Which is a wonderous Comfort to all good Men, 
that bewail theſe Contentions, and labour ro have them more United. 


Fourthly, It follows hence plainly, that none may endeavour by Craft or Farce, to Root 
out and Deſtroy thoſe that Puild on the large and true Foundation, if they err in uſeful 
Truths, or will noty. joyn with them in the ſolemn Worſhip of God, or at leaſt not conſtantly, 
but only ſome times. And they ſin yet more, that ſet themſelves chiefly to deſtray thoſe, that 
ſeem moſt ſeriouſly to Build on the true Foundation of Faith and Holmeſs. For if ſuch be 
true Chriſtians, and Members of Chriſts Univerſal Church, 'and ought to be Cheriſhed 
and Received into Paiticalar Churches, without having other uſeful Truths, much leſs 
unneceflary things, impoſed on them ; then for certain they may not be deſtroyed by 
Vexations, Fines, Impriſonments, Dragoonings, or Death. Thoſe that are true Chriſtians 
by Profeſſion, much more if in realiry, though they Err, are to be cherithed by Particular 
Churches, and not to be ſouſed. Eſpecially, when our Holy Religion is not to be Propa- 
gated by Force or Violence ; nor even Hereticks and >Schifmaticks, as many hold, are 
to be proceeded againſt in that manner, bur only by Spiritual Cenfures and Weapons. 


Fifthly, It follows hence, That this and other Nations cannot be bappy, unleſs ws Build 
on larger Foundations than we have done , and more than moſt of the Lutherans or Cat- 
winiſts, and others of the Reformation have hitherto done. 

The Miſery of theſe parts of the World formerly, and to this day, comes in a great 
meaſure by going againſt this plain Truth. All generally run upon this, that there can be 
no Union or Quiet, unleſs we agree almolt in all ufetul Truths raught by Chriſt, nay and 
ia all things too appointed only by Men; And the hands of many who have Eminently 
owned this great Truth, have been chict in this Treſpais; as King Fames, Arch Biſhop 
Laud, and others. 

The Romaniſts have mightily darkned and oppoſed this great Truth, and few of us 
are yet throughly freed from thoſe Principles wherewith they have long corrupted the 
World. And Dr. Henry Adgere fpake not auch amils, (though he was fharply Cenfured 
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for ir by Dr. Beaumont) when he faid, our Church is not quite emerged out of the His Apollaty 
general Apoſtacy ; and that the Reformers having feparated from the great m—_— added to his 
bave Built lefs and more tolerable ones, bur not to. be tolerated for ever. And it wilt be Myſtery - Jag 
the glorious Work of great Princes, to cauſe the Publick Conftitutions about Religion in quity, 1664. 
their Dominions, to be large and good; and ſuch, as a great Part of the Holieſt 
and beſt Chriſtians may not be Excluded and Trampled upon, but taken in and En- 


couraged. 


But becauſe all lies not on thoſe that have Power to impoſe, but much alſo upori 
Private Chriſtians ; 

Smrhly, Hence alſo it follows plainly, That Perſons and Churches that are bexter than 
others, are to own others if Built on the true Foundation, for true Chriftians and Churches; 
and thoſe that are worſe than others are to 02n thoſe for true Chriſtians and Churches that ave 
berter than they, and to love them as ſuch. Some perhaps will fay, yes, if they be in dik- 
terent Kingdoms, but not it they be in the ſame. But why not, though in the ſame 
Kingdom 2 Who made the diftinCtion ? +. 


Seventhly, That Perſons and Churches Built upon the large and true Foundation of Faith 
and Lowe, are ts ſtrive to hold Cammunion one with another ; The ffronger and better, wirh 
thoſe that ave 2veaker, and the weaker with thofe that are better. It's a great Errour to think 
we may ſeparate for every cauſe, as the Fews did in their Divorces ; and that there's no 
rrue way of Reforming but by Separateing: 'Pherefore they do ill, rhar will nor Com- 
municate with Churches where they lawfully may, ar leaſt ſomerimes ; and they do yer 
worſe, that will hold no Communion with the beſt Churches, where the beſt Doctrine, 
Worſhip, and Spiritual helps for Souls are: | 


Eighthly, That Perſons, and Churches that own others for true Churches, may be ob lig F 
»ot to hold Communion with them in the Publick Worſhip of God, at haſt not conſfautly. 
Net at all, becauſe fuch Churches may practice things that are unlawful, and make them the 
Conditions of their Communion ; or Perſons may think fuch things unlawtul which are 
not ; and while their Errour continues, they cannot joyn with them, withour going 4- 
gainſt their Conſcience. : 


Not conſtantly, becauſe ſuch Churches may ufe many needleſs, inconvenient, and faſpi- 
cious things, tho? they that difſent will not ſay they are abſolutely unlawful ; or may ſtick 
in their weaker beginnings, or go backward, and deny them the uſe of thoſe Spiritual 
means which Chritt hath given for the promoting their Salvation. 


Ninthly, That there may be true Chriſtian Lowe between thoſe who do not hold Publick 
Communion ith one another ; becauſe they may both be built on the true Foundation of 
Faith, and Love. And it's a fond imagination, (to which yet many are too ſubje&) ro 
think, that thoſe that will not joyn with them, cannot love them ; or that we mult needs 
want love to thoſe we cannot joyn with. To think fo, is a grear miſtake, diſown'd by See Dr. Oweti 
all Sober Perſons, and a curſed Root of bitterneſs, and I fear defiles many. *Tis a fad of Evangelical 
thing to ſee this in ſo many, and is a ſign that moſt build their Religion more upon le "4 
ſer things, wherein the Life of it lies not, than on thoſe main things wherein jr 


lies. 


If any fay, this will caſt out Diſcipline, and many choice Truths of Chriſt, and in- 
rroduce Erraneous Rotten Do&trines. I fay it will not ; for the? People that are weak and 
diſorder'd, may be true Chriſtians, and Churches, it hinders not but that gthers may 
and ought to ſeek after Diſcipline, and 'Truth,and grow in the ways of God. And they do 
ill, whoever they are, that ſhall hinder this. And a great part of the Evil and Mifery of 
the Worid lies here. | 


To clear theſe Things yet more fully. 
If the Church of God be built upon fach a large Foundation, it plainly follows, 


Firſ#, That they Err greatly, that make every uſeful Truth to be a Fundamental one, 
ard they much more, that make their Great Erromrs to be of the Foundation on which the 
Church is built. The Romaniſts do ſa by their Creed of the Council of Trent, affirming 

NT 
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none can be Saved that own it not. And they alſo, that ſer up Opinions of their own to 

| be Fundamental ; as thoſe do, that hold Dioceſan Epiſcopacy, and Ordination by it, fo 
neceſſary, that there can be no true Church, nor Sacraments, nor Salvation (in an ordina- 
ry way) without it ; and whoever elſe among us, that make any of their Opinions fo 


abſolutely neceſlary. 


Secondly, They Err greatly, that hold all great Errors to be Damnable Herefies ; and 
all ſinful Diviſions to be Damnable Schiſms. 


Thirdly, They Err greatly, that fay People are Baptiz'd inio a Particular Church, or 

Party; and that wat gh they forſake their Baptiſm, if at any time they ceaſe to Worſhip 

Ged with that Church, or jojn with any other. For we are all Baptizd into the Faith of 

| Chriſt, admitted into the Univerſal Church thar's builg, on this large Foundation, and by 

_ 7 Spirit Baptized into one Body. But are there any that fay fo? I with there were 
not. 


Fourthly, From hence it follows, that it's 4 Great Sin to confine the Church of God to any 
one Party of Chriſtians whatſoever, and caſt off others from belonging to it. Many are 
Mead on Ezek: ach inclin'd to impropriate Chriſt ro their Party, as it's ſaid the Donatiſts of old did ; 
37: %15* but we muſt not Unſaint the whole World to Conſecrate our own way ; and they Err 
greatly, that ſet up particular Churches in oppoſition to others, and ſo as to diſown o- 
ther particular Churches that 7are true parts of the Univerſal. Many are apr to deſtroy 
God's Inviſible Church by their Diſputes about the Viſible, which was appointed for the 
good of it, and to deſtroy many particular Vilible Churches by their ſtrange Notions of 
Particular or National Churches. | 


Fifthly, that thoſe of the Church of England that wil! never joyn in Worſhip with the 
Diſſenters on the one hand, and thoſe Diſſenters on the other hand, that will never joyn 
with them, att againſt the plain light of this great Truth: And thus, many that differ 
moſt in other things, agree in this Dividing Principle, and are great hinderers of rhe 
Peace and Edification of the Church amongſt us. "The Non-Conformiſts are accuſed that 
they perſwade People not to go to the Publick Churches. "This is very untrue of moſt 
of them. But it's moſt certain, that abund»nce of the Conformiſts make it their work to 
diſſuade People from going to hear the Non-Conformiſts, tho' unblameable in their Lite 
and Doctrine, and followers of Veace with them. ' They do it publickly with much ve- 
hemence in their Sermons, and privately in their Dilcourſes. Some of them ſay, if any 
do, they renounce their Baptiſmal Covenant ; ſome on their Death-Bed, have folemnly 
engag'd ſome of their Relations never -to hear any of the Diflenters ; and fome of them 
have Preach'd in great Auditories, that, a Heathen may. be Saved, bur that a Non-Con- 
formiſt cannot; not to mention other things. And who then are the People rhat ſeek for 
Peace, and who violently oppole it ? £0 


Sixthly, Hence it follows not, 'That, If we may joyn with a Church ſometimes, 2e 
are bouud to do ſo ahvays. Many build much upon this, and that People {in greatly if 
they do not. But this is a great Miſtake. For it follows not, that what we may do 
ſometimes, we mult do always; for in many cafes we do things ſometimes, for ſeveral 
Reaſons, which we will not, may not do always. Hundreds of Inſtances might be gi- 

' ven, and ſtrong Reaſons too. By this Rule, we thould be bound conſtantly ro Commu- 
nicate with the worſt Churches, that we think we may Communicate with ſometimes, but 
if we couid ſometimes Communicate with the Greek Churches in their way, would we al- 
ways do it it we could do otherwite ?* Or with the Lutherans, would we alw:ys do it ? Or 
it the Lutherans could joyn with us, (as the Synod at Charenton in France permitted them 
to do) would they do it always? Or if the Nonconforz-;'5 can joyn ſometimes with 
Churches where there are corrupt and unprofitable Min:iters, {canualous and malicious 
People, divers bad impoſitions, and an excluſion of forne things that CErilt hath given for 
the Churches benefit, muſt they do 1o always ? Belidcs, this would ternpt the Nonconfor- 
miſts wholly to leave the Conformiſts Churches; for th: Confurmiſts argue thus. All Chur- 
ches that may be ſometimes Communicated with.ought always io be Communicated with : 
Bur the Conformſts Churcaes (fay the Difſenters) may ſometimes be Communicated with, 
therefore they ought always be Communicated with. But the N. C. hereupon will argue 
thus: Thoſe Churches we may not always Communicate with, we may never Commu- 
nicate With ; (fo fay the Conformiſts.) But the Conformiſts Churches may not always be 

Communicated 
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Communicated with, (ſay the N. C.) Therefore they ought never be Communicated 
with. 

And this Arguing will be ſtronger with the IN. C. than the other, becauſe they are 
more ſtrongly perfwaded they ought nor always to joyn with the Conformifts, than that 
they ought to joyn with them ſometimes. Bur this Principle is deeply laid in the hearts 
of many N. C; Reformation, but not Separation ; and they fay, tho' pow cannot Con- 
form, they muſt Preach, and ſtrive to ſave Souls, and in their places to reform what's a- 
miſs, tho? they fay the Conformiſts Churches are not unlawful to be Communicated with. 
They own them as true Churches, and would help on the work of God that is done in 
them, and believe the Conformiſts allo ſhould own them, and be glad of their afliſt- 


ance. 


7. Seventhly, That Wickedneſs in Heart and Life againſt Chriſt's Commands, deſtroys the 
Church, as well as Erronrs agamſt his Truths. For a profeſſion of Obedience to Chriſt is 
as neceſlary, as a profeſlion ot his Truth ; and a ſincere Obedience is as neceflary to make 
one a true living Chriſtian, as an unfeigned beliet of the Truth : It's wickedneſs that 
tears the Church of Godamonglt uz, and abroad, more than any thing; and Love (which |, co, 1,, 
includes Holinefs) Unites it moſt, and builds it up. It's not ſo much difference in Judge- 
ment that cauſes our Diviſions, as the wickednets and hatred of the Power of Godlinefs, 
and thoſe that own it, tho' of the ſame way with them ; and it's wickedneſs that chiefly | 
leads People into bad Opinions. They therefore go againſt the Foundation of the yy. gaxcer's 
Church that negle& it, and countenance the debauch'd Worla, or the formal dead Bok of Cain 
World, and thoſe that hate God. The great Enmity lies here, between the Godly, and 44 Abel. 
the Wicked, the Seed of the Woman, and the Sced of the Serpent ; and they do not 
build up, but pull down the Church, that take part with theſe. Our Lord came to ſend Tuke 12. 
Fire on the Earth; wot Peace, but a Sword : And whence is this, but from the wickedneſs 


of Men that Fights againſt him ? 


8. Eighthly, That Perſons may be true Chriſtians, tho) they Err, and go much againſt this 
main Truth. * | * Tet he that 
9 hateth his Br 
ther is a Mur- - 


'Tho? they be Ignorant, or Err in divers uſeful Truths, and be Zealous for their dow, at 7 
Errours. Murtherer hath 


Tho” they Practice divers things in their Lives, and in the Worſhip of God, which everl:/ling life 
they ought not. | abiding in him, 
'Fho' they impoſe their Errours and PraCtices on others, as neceſſary to Communion L Joh. 3. 15. 
with them. 
— Tho' they Vex, Fine, Impriſon, Baniſh, and uſe Cruelties againſt thoſe that differ 
from them. fs 
Tho? they fay, thoſe that joyn not with them are no true Churches, nor can be 


Saved. 
And much more thoſe, that own others for true Chriſtians, and Churches, and Perſe- 


cute them not, rho” they dare not hold Communion with them, when they might, and 


ought. ” 


For many of theſe, tho' they ſin, and many of them very greatly, may not be in a 
ſtate of Damnation; for they may do ſuch things ignorantly, through Cuftom, Weakneſs, 
or 'Temptation ; and may have in their Hearts true Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, and Love to 
him, and his Saints, and be faved by a General Repentance. 1 he Lutherans generally 
will not joyn with the Cabvinifts; nor our Conformiſts with the ſober Dyſſenters ; nor the 
Anabaptiſts with either ; and who dare fay that all of thoſeare in a ſtate of Damnation? 
Thus we ſee what need all ſorts of Chriſtians have of this Charitable bur true Principle; 
and they eſpecially, that are fo forward to impoſe upon others, and exclaim againſt them, 
and Fine, 'Trouble, and Puniſh them too. Bur though ſome of theſe may be Saved, it 
highly concerns ſuch to look well to themſelves, that they be of that number ; and not | 
like thoſe Fexs of old, that ſtrove to make the Scriptures ſerve their Gain and Ambition, , ©" _— 
thereby killing the Heir, that they might be Great, and Rule the People. $3. I 


9. Ninthly, Hence it plainly follows, that this is the only true way 10 build up the Church 
of God. Not for People to Conform to all things in the places where they ſhall live; nor 


to require all ro agree to all things taught by Chriſt, or invented by Men, and root out 
D all 
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all char comply not; nor to make forms of Agreement in ſuch words, as feveral Parties 
keeoing their Opinions may agree in, as cnt hon, Bucer, and others in the beginning 
of the Reformorion did; bur plainly ro lay down the great Things of the Goſpel wherein 
we agree, omitting other things wherein we ditier ; and bearing with each other, and 
mutually loving and aſſiſting each other. Thefe Large and Sure Foundations will cer- 
tainly lead us to this, and all that can be faid againſt ir, is but the effect of Prejudice, or 
Intereft. 

The Lutherans and Calviniſfs by this means might have United, and a miſerable 
Breach have been prevented. *Tis not fo fmall a thing we aim at, as an Union berween 
the Presbyterians, and Congregational, (for wherein almoſt do they difter ?) Nor only 
with the Godly Epiſcopal Men at home, bur with all every where that build on the true 
Foundation, and hold nothing that overthrows it; as groſs Idolatry, and damnable Here- 
ſies do. T'o approve what is good in all, and to cleave to what we judge beſt. To 
Communicate with others, at leaſt ſometimes; and it we cannot do that, yet ro love them 
as the Servants of Chriſt, and ſeek their good. 

What miſchiefs have been in the Chriltian World for want of this? Of old, to paſs by 
many others. | 

V;#er Biſhop of Rome, who Excommunicated the Churches of Aſia for not keepipg 
Eaſter on the Lord's Day. | 

Stephen Biſhop of Rome, who Condemn'd Cyprian and his Followers, for, re-baptizing 
thoſe thar had been Baptiz'd by Schiſmaricks. | 

The Saxon Chriſtians in England, who ſo oppos'd the Scotch who kept not Eaſter after 
the Koman way, that they would not receive Conſecration from them, nor the Euchariſt, 
nor give it to them; nay, and queſtion'd the Baptiſm Adminiſtred'by them. 

The Latine and Greek Churches ſeparated about Faſting on Sarwdays, eating Blood, 
Unleaven'd Bread in the Euchariſt, &c. Their Quarrel enereasd under Photizs, upon 
the Nice Diſpute of the Procetſion of the Holy Ghol from the Father and the Son, and 
not only by the Son; tho' the Superiority of the Biſhop of Rowe over the Biſhop of C. P. 
was in the bottom. ; 

Leo IX Excommunicated the Greeks, nnd Hembert wrote againſt them. And the La- 
tins when they took CP. Impriſon'd, and cruelly us'd the Greek Prieſts, for not uling the 
Roman Ceremonies; and the Greeks abhor'd them, ſcrap'd the Altars where they had 
faid Mats, &c. An Union was made at the ſecond Council at Lyons, but the Greeks ſo 


oppos'd it at CP. that Michael Palzologus the Emperor who procured it, was fo hated, 


that when he died, he was not ſuftered ro be publickly Buried. 

An Union made again at Florence ; but Marcus Epheſins, and Geo: Scholarins oppos'd 
it, and it came to nothing. | 

The Reman Church is yet grown higher, enjoyns the Council of Trent, and the Creed 
of ir, and Damns all that own it not: : 

"T'were well if by theſe Miſcarriages, Proteſtants both here, and abroad, had nr 
more Wiſdory, and had avoided thoſe Contelts that have been among them. God grant 
we may be Wiler for the future. 


1c. Tenthly, T his muſt needs be moſt agreeable to Princes and Rulers that unfeignedly en- 
deer to Promote the Kingdoms of God. 


Nat to ſay there's a Moral impoſſibility of Peace in a State, withour a ſtri&t Unifor- 
mitry in the Church. | 

Nor to force Men to the ſame Opinion, and Practice 4n all things, and to vex and de- 
ſtroy all that difler from them, whether upon right or miſtaken grounds, This Courſe 
hath been long taken by moſt, and will not do; and no wonder, for it's nor of God ; 
not according to the clear 'Truth laid down in Scripture by our Great Teacher ſent by 
God, nor according to the Rules of true Wiſdom. For what Wiſe and- Great Prince 
would be at the head of a Party only, and tempt all others to hate him ? What great 
Things can he propoſe to do in the World, or have any hope to effect? Whereas the 
other way is of God, ſpeaks Univerſal Goodneſs, and can be grievous to none, but to 
blind Superſtirious People; and to ſuch Mean and Wicked Perſons, whoſe United Carnal 
Intereſts lead* them to Sacrifice the welfare of the World to their particular Luſts, 
which at length ofr ends in their own ruine. But when God ſhall ariſe to do good 
to the World, (which we hope he will, tho? we deſerve it not) he will raiſe up He- 
roick Princes, and.enable them to break the Yoaks of Superſtitious and Deſigning Men, 


and promote Truth and Love; who ſhall Cheriſh the Good, Protect the Peaceable, 
| Wha 
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win People of all forts from their Miſtakes by all fair means, and tread down none but 
thoſe that Fight againſt theſe things. | 


And it's evident, that Stateſmen oft-times have Larger and Righter Thoughts, than 
many that pore on Books, and refine upon Religion ; and oft prove like the Princes that | 
delivered good Feremiah from the-hands of thole Prieſts and Prophets that would bave de- fe. 26, 19% 
ſtroyed him for ſpeaking the Truth, which God ſent him to do. an 


This main Principle, and the Plain Conſequences from it, may be diſpleaſng to 
divers ; but it is a Great Truth of God, and will prevail in his due time. 


Age 1, line 28, after Holy Scriptures add a Colon : p. 2, L. 14. after Gods Church add a Colon: 1. 45. 

for choſe, read chuſe. p. 4. 1. 8. to ſuch as neceſſary, add a Comma at ſuch, p. 5. 1. 10. for any 
uſeful, read many uſeful. /. 39. for Muolin, r, Moulin, p. 6. 1, 6. after themſelves, add a Comma. 
P. 7+ L. 12. for others ore, r, others, are. 


